Association of fibrinogen and microfibrils with trophoblast basement membrane.
Two non-collagenous placental antigens have been detected both in membranes isolated from terminal villi by sieving and sonication and in acetic acid extracts of the villi. One of the antigens is apparently fibrinogen based on immunologic and chemical data. The second, detectable with anti-membrane antiserum after absorption with fibrinogen remained with the fibrinogen-like antigen during isoelectric precipitation at pH 4.7, electrophoresis at pH 8.6 and chromatography on DEAE cellulose. Fractions of villi in which the two antigens occur comprise more than a third of the weight of the villi. The fibrinogen-related antigen was concentrated in placental basement membranes compared to kidney and lung basement membranes. A third antigen common to the membranes, to glomerular basement membrane and to alveolar basement membrane was also detected.